
 

 

June 14, 2013 

 

 

Dear Family and Friends of the School District of Fort Atkinson, 

 

“Good bye may seem forever. Farewell is like the end, but in my heart is the memory and there you will always be.”  

Walt Disney  

 

Happy Father’s Day:  I want to wish all the fathers out there best wishes on their day Sunday, June 16th.  I always 

remember the late basketball coach from North Carolina State Jim Valvano saying, “My father gave me the greatest 

gift anyone could give another person, he believed in me.”  Those are the exact sentiments I live with in 

remembering the important lessons my late father passed on to me.  So this Sunday, let’s give those Dads their due 

by celebrating their day!    

 

Well, as I begin to type my final words in my last newsletter to you, I drew inspiration from the quote above by Walt 

Disney.  For me, these past fourteen years have been most memorable.  As I close out a 38-year career as a high 

school social studies teacher, a coach, high school principal, and superintendent, I am just so grateful that my 

pathway somehow led me to Fort Atkinson.   

 

My last official day will be June 28th.   I’ve reflected on what I will miss the most about Fort Atkinson and without a 

doubt it will be the RELATIONSHIPS – the relationships with the students, parents, the educational team, the Board 

of Education, and the families and citizens of this great learning community.  That confluence of relationships 

allowed us to accomplish many great things together.  In the past several weeks, far too many accolades have been 

cast my way per the stature of this learning community as a BEACON district in this state.    

 

I shared with the faculty and staff, in my closing message to them, a quote from the late Hall of Fame Yankee 

Manager Casey Stengel, when asked about his success and he responded “It is easy to lead and manage, when you 

can make out a line-up card every day with the players I have on this team.” Old Casey’s words describe best how I 

would define my fourteen years as Superintendent of this School District.  I WAS BLESSED TO HAVE GREAT 

PLAYERS!    

  

I extend the same comments to the wonderful families who I have met. The stars were clearly aligning for me when I 

came to Fort Atkinson in June of 1999.  Not every superintendent is fortunate enough to land in a great and 

supportive community like Fort Atkinson.  It has been a most rewarding experience.  My wife, Therese, and I have 

enjoyed becoming a part of the community and meeting so many wonderful people.   I want to thank many families 

and citizens for the many kind comments in passing or notes I have received acknowledging my time here in Fort.  I 

have no doubt that Dr. Zaspel will do a great job.  He is a gifted educational leader who is very invested in our 

schools and the community.   

 

Graduation and 8th Grade Promotion Ceremonies:  As you may have read in the Daily Union per the great 

coverage we have received, we had two wonderful celebrations this past week with graduation last Sunday and our 

8th grade promotion ceremony on Monday.  As was chronicled, the Fort High School Class of 2013 truly 

distinguished themselves garnering well over one-million dollars in scholarships.  Their accomplishments in sports, 

music, drama, and clubs have set the bar high for future classes that will follow!  We wish our graduates the very 

best and our newly formed Class of 2017 our best wishes as they enter high school.   

 

Summer School –Summer School Starts Wednesday, June 19th:    Summer school sessions get started this 

coming Wednesday for all elementary and middle school students.  For high school students it actually starts 

Tuesday, June 18th.  Notifications have been sent from the summer school office per elementary and middle school 

programming.  For credit recovery courses, the high school office will have been in contact with students and 

parents.  It is still not too late to register if you wish to do so, please call 563-7801. 

  



Registration for Next Fall on August 5 and 6:  Registration at the elementary schools will be Monday, August 5, 

from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Middle and High School registration will be Monday, August 5, from noon to 7 p.m. and 

Tuesday, August 6, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Registration fees are $15.00 for 4-year-old kindergarten and Early 

Childhood, $35 for K-5, $40 for 6-8 and $50 for 9-12 students.   

 

We are currently working to allow the use of credit cards available for fee payments at our registration days in 

August at all schools.  The registration process itself would not change; the only difference would be that instead of 

writing a check you could use a credit card to pay your child's fees.  At this point, we are only looking at making this 

option available at the registration days and perhaps in the school offices through the first week of school.  Parents 

would have to be present at the school to use the credit card option and after the first week of school, credit cards 

would no longer be accepted.  We just wanted to give you notice that this may be a possibility this year as you 

register your child. 

 

In the longer term, we are looking at other possible options for not only paying fees, but making any payments to the 

school district.  This could include online payments linked directly to your student's profile in our student 

information system.  However, this will require further study and a global look at all payments coming into the 

district.  We must also evaluate the future use of our student information system given all of the potential changes at 

the state level.  If at any time this were to change, we would communicate well in advance with our parents to make 

any transition as seamless and convenient as possible. 

 

Four-Year-Old Kindergarten Registration: The School District of Fort Atkinson 4K Program is still taking 

registrations for the school year of 2013-14.  You may call Barrie Elementary School at (920) 563-7817 and ask for 

Carol Klein or Brent Torrenga.  You will need to provide your name, mailing address and a contact phone number.  

A registration packet will then be mailed to you.  You may also stop by Barrie Elementary School during summer 

hours, but please call before doing so.  If you need to leave a message, please indicate your need for 4K registration 

materials and leave the necessary information. 

 

Fall Sports Starting Dates:  Knowing many try to plan vacations, here are the starting dates for sports: 

 

 Football – Equipment hand out is Monday, August 5 at 8:00 a.m.  Practice begins on Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 

7:00 a.m.   

 Girls’ Golf – The first practice is Monday, August 12 at 8:00 a.m. at Spring Creek 

 Boys’ Soccer – Practice starts on Monday, August 12 at 8:00 a.m. at the H.S. 

 Girls’ Swimming – The first practice is Tuesday, August 13 from 8:00 – 11:00 a.m. in the H.S. pool.   

 Girls’ Tennis – Practice begins on Tuesday, August 13 at 8:00 a.m. at Rock River courts. 

 Girls’ Volleyball – Practice starts on Monday, August 19 at 10:00 a.m. in the H.S. gym. 

 Cross Country – The first day of practice is Monday, August 19 at 8:00 a.m. in the H.S. commons.   

 Boys’ Volleyball – The first practice is Monday, August 26 at 6:00 a.m. in the H.S. gym.  

 

The First Day of School is Tuesday, September 3:  Before you know it, we will be back at it.   

 

In Closing:  As I see my final days fast approaching, I leave with feelings of gratefulness that are only exceeded by 

my hopes and dreams this learning community will always prosper.  With the devoted people on our great staff and a 

community that truly values education, I am sure the Fort Atkinson School District will always endure and prevail as 

one of the great learning communities in this state.   

 

       With Gratitude and Kindest Regards! 

 

 

        

 

Dr. James Fitzpatrick 

       Superintendent, School District of Fort Atkinson  


